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Mission
Statement:

Anita Boyd, Founder & Editor

Anita Boyd, Editor

1) To leave a
written legacy
of our voices
for future
generations
of family
members,
extended
family,
neighbors, and
family friends;
2) To
reestablish
family &
community ties
to Starkville,
Oktibbeha
County,
Mississippi;
3) To make
histor y come
alive by getting
to know our
ancestors and
our ancestors’
families;
4) To make our
ancestors’ lives
meaningful by
preser ving &
publishing
their stories,
t oo .

December 2014

Volume 2, Issue 4

“…His mother, Mary, was pledged to be married to Joseph but
before they came together, she was found to be with child through
the Holy Spirit.


Because Joseph was a
the Holy Spirit. She
wife. Immanuel"--which means, "God with us."
righteous man and did
will give birth to a son
not want to expose her
and you are to give
to public disgrace, he
him the name Jesus
had in mind to divorce
because he will save
her quietly. But after
his people from their
he had considered this,
sins." All this took
an angel of the Lord
place to fulfill what the
appeared to him in a
Lord had said through
dream and said,
the prophet: "The
"Joseph, son of David,
virgin will be with
do not be afraid to take child and will give
Mary home as your wife birth to a son, and
because what is
they will call him
conceived in her is from Immanuel, which

means, “God with
us.” When Joseph
woke up, he did what
the angel of the Lord
had commanded him
and took Mary home
as his wife. But he
had no union with her
until she gave birth to
a son. And he gave
him the name of
Jesus.”
~Matthew 1: 18-25
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What are the symptoms of the
flu?

Antiviral medications, on the
other hand, work best if
given within 48 hours of
onset of symptoms.

Consider the F-A-C-T-S
 Fever

Simple preventative measures
can help stop the spread of
germs:

 Aches
 Chills

1) get your Flu shot
(It’s not too late and
tenderness at the
injection site is common);

 Tiredness
 Sudden onset

What are the symptoms of a
cold?
 Stuffy or Runny Nose
 Sore Throat
 Sneezing

It’s Flu
season:
Cover your coughs
and sneezes

 Coughing

2) cover your nose and
mouth with a tissue when
you sneeze or cough;
3) wash your hands often
with soap and water; or,
use an alcohol-based
sanitizer, when soap and
water aren’t available;
4) stay home if you are sick;
or, if you think that you
may be coming down
with something.

 Watery Eyes
 Mild Aches

With the holiday season upon
us, get plenty of rest, stay
hydrated, & eat healthy.

Did you know that both the flu
and the common cold are
caused by viruses and do not
respond to antibiotics?

Vitamin C

Merry Christmas
and may you have a
Healthy New Year!
***
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SICK, SHUT IN, OR HOSPITALIZED
Get-well wishes are also extended to the following family members.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all: May God bless & keep you.
Your cards and letters are appreciated.
 Arthur Burnside, Jr.
c/o RML Specialty Hospital
5601 South County Line Road
Hinsdale, IL 60521

By Hulis Mavruk

 Margaret Bishop

 Gladys High

c/o Carrington Nursing Center
307 Reed Road
Starkville, MS 39759

5820 Superior Street
Berkeley, IL 60163-1036

CONGRATULATIONS
 Angela Boyd on your new position…
Registered Nurse
Mayo Clinic
Rochester, MN

 Ashley Farrow on your…
M.S., Integrated Marketing Communications
Northwestern University, Medill School
Evanston, IL

“THE EPITOME of SOUL AWARD HONORING
S T E V I E W O N D E R”
Dateline: Memphis, TN
Saturday, October 11, 2014

S is for Sweet Food Stylist and Event Planner extraordinaire,
Kisha Bishop-Landfair, of Olive Branch, MS., has been
hobnobbing with Country Music and R & B royalty lately.
You can find her monthly segments on WCBI News: Mid-Morning
with Aundrea [Self] and ABC24 Local Memphis Live.
We’re so proud of you: way to go cousin!
(Pictures on page 4)

Sand Creek & Beyond: the Boyd & Collateral Families NEWSLETTER

Courtesy of Old Towne Bakery, Olive Branch, MS

Page 4

Courtesy of Cupcake Cutie, Etc. of Memphis, TN
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♫ “Getting to know you, getting to know all about you…”♫
In 2014, the Boyd Family had its fourth biennial reunion, in St. Louis, and it was wonderful BUT
I’d like to get to know all of you better; so, with that in mind, with each future newsletter, I would
like to spotlight family members. Please complete the following and return it to me by e-mail:
ordnce@yahoo.com; or, by snail mail: SCB, 28w241 Flanders Lane, Winfield, IL 60190.

1) What is your favorite color?

2) What was your first job? What was your favorite and/or least favorite job?

3) In my spare time, I love to…

4) The last good book/movie that I read/saw was…

5) Did you know that I used to…

6) My mother’s/father’s favorite phrase is/ was …

7) As a child, my favorite gift/toy was …

8) My favorite singing group(s)/song(s) is/are…

9) My favorite food(s) is/are…

10) Where were you born? If you were not born in the state where you currently reside,
when and how did you come to live there?
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“Going To Town” by Geraldine Foster

Growing up in Sand Creek was
special for me. The memories I
that I still cling to make me
smile when I think about them.
For me, growing up on a farm
in Sand Creek, life was perfect.
I use the term “farm” loosely, as
my dad really never farmed. He
mostly worked in town.
Nevertheless, those acres were
loaded with fruit and nut trees
that delighted me each spring,
summer, and fall. We had pear,
peach, fig, apple, persimmon,
plum and pecan trees. All of my
time was spent tending and
gathering fruit from these trees.
As I have said in other stories, I
was pretty much on my own
growing up in Sand Creek, even
at the age from 6 on. I roamed
the country side alone, exploring
every ditch, pond and field. My
sister refused to explore anything
but books. I was mostly alone,
except for the occasions when
Sonny Boyd (Willie Pearl’s oldest
son) would join me. My mother
never stopped me, so I wondered
over the area as I pleased in order
to explore, experience, and collect
whatever I chose. One of my
favorite times was in the fall,
when the pecan trees yielded

tons of pecans. Some of the
trees yielded the small, sweet
oily pecans; some yielded the
medium less oily, and some
yielded the huge pecans I liked
to pick.
My biggest undertaking was
gathering nuts from the 6
pecan trees. In Sand Creek,
my adopted grandparents
were Cora (Montgomery) and
Will Hudson. It occurred to
Pa (Will Hudson) to help me
start a little enterprise. He
suggested that I gather as
many pecans as I could during
the week and he would take
me to town to sell them. This
was the beginning of my life
as an entrepreneur, building a
small business.
I would pick baskets of
pecans for days and when I
had several bushels, Pa would
pick a Saturday, hitch up the
mules, load my pecans into
the wagon and we would
make the long trip on the back
gravel (“rock”) road into
town. This was one of the
most exciting times in my life.
We drove the old wagon the
6-8 miles to town on the back
roads; just him and me. My
mind raced as I sat next to
him on the front board that
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served as a bench seat. Pa
was always quiet and seldom
started a conversation or idle
talk; but, he didn’t have to
when we were together. We
both seemed to be absorbed
in just being alive and in that
moment. Over the years, in
spite of his deep silences, I
learned that he loved me
unconditionally and
completely, just by the care he
took to look out for me and
make sure I was safe and
happy.
Once we got to town, he
would drive down under the
hill and park the wagon.
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We let down the tail gate of
the wagon, place my bushels
of pecans at the end of the
wagon and sat down to sell
the pecans. We were there
for most of the day, but I
usually sold all or most of
the pecans. Afterward, we
would treat ourselves to a
meal at Bolden’s café.
Sometimes Pa got a haircut
at the Negro barber shop
“under the hill”. We always
started out after that to make
sure we made it home before
dark. All the way home, I
could not stop smiling or
counting my money.
Life was perfect.
(See Gerri’s notes on pg. 11).

Geraldine Boyd Foster, 2013
iluvepar5s@gmail.com
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A New Year, A New You!
January 2015

February 2015

March 2015

Self-Reflection: What did

Break Out of Your
Comfort Zone: Try

Get Fit: Research shows that

you accomplish last year?
What did you almost
accomplish last year?
It’s not too late to get back on
track. What would you like to
accomplish this year? Write it
down.
Keep track of your progress:

something new.

“If you do what you’ve
always done, you’ll get what
you’ve always gotten.”
~ Tony Robbins

 1 month (by 2/1/15);
 3 months (by 4/1/15);
 6 months (by 7/1/15);

exercise lowers blood pressure.
According to the Heart
Association, BP is considered
high if greater than 140/90.

KNOW YOUR
NUMBERS: Get a
biometric screening.

We all have busy lives and
commitments but the best way to
honor your family is to love and
respect yourself: take care of you.
Consider a daily 30 minute walk
or two 15 minute walks if you
need to build up your stamina.

 12 months (by 1/1/16).
by February 1st (5pm)

by February 1st (5pm)

by February 1st (5pm)

by April 1st (5pm)

by April 1st (5pm)

by April 1st (5pm)

by July 1st (5pm)

by July 1st (5pm)

by July 1st (5pm)
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Comments from Volume 2, Issue 3
 48 pages! Really? Don’t you think that’s a bit much? You’re going to run out of
material!
Catherine Holt, Chicago, IL
Cat, I appreciate your concern about the demise of the newsletter but I have several
binders of research; so, I’m good. I just need to get organized so that I can also write
family stories in 2015.
 Great Job! I really enjoyed reading it.
Christine Evans, Peoria, AZ
Thanks, Chris. That means a lot to me.


Great newsletter. Love the old pictures.
Kisha Landfair, Olive Branch, MS
Thank you, Kisha. Tammy’s and Uncle William’s pictures really are incredible. Some of
those pictures, I’m sure, never would have seen the light of day again, which was why I
HAD to write that story.

 Thank you so much for all the work you put into the newsletter. I am amazed at
the time and effort it takes to do what you do! …My father would be thrilled to
read your paper.
Tamara (Burton) Allen, Starkville, MS
Tammy, I wish that I could have met him. I can’t wait to see you again and compare more
notes. We’d love to see you and Fred at the 2016 family reunion, in Atlanta; and yes, let’s
do lunch when I’m back down there next spring.

 Will you be my mentor? We’re having a reunion in Chicago in 2015 and I could use
your help. I’m a Hampton and researching the Neelys and Pearsons?
Shauntay Prewitt, Memphis, TN
Shauntay, with my new 2015 – 2017 position, Vice President of the Afro-American
Genealogical and Historical Society of Chicago, I’m going to be a little busy but I’ll
definitely help you where I can. Elyse Hill, one of our cousins, is also a Pearson.
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Comments from Volume 2, Issue 3 continued
 Another great newsletter! The effort you're putting into this work is so evident! Yes, you
are HOOKED! But it’s so good for the family, friends, and progeny in the future.
[My family includes] Mary Ann Johnson, widow of Rev. John D. Johnson, who passed
on Sept. 6th and was buried on Sept. 12th, 1998. Rev. Johnson was my mother's youngest
brother and he died in April 1998. Their home was in Muldrow. Rev. Johnson pastored
several Baptist churches in the area (Muldrow, Sixteen Section Baptist, West Point, and
Philadelphia, MS) but he did not pastor at I John. They were longtime friends of Rev.
[James A.] Boyd of Columbus and he was on program for both Johnson funerals.
Mary Ann was a school teacher for 41 years, starting in Muldrow and was one of the
first Black teachers chosen to integrate the Starkville Public School. She taught at
Armstrong Middle School (as stated in her obituary but I thought it was Alexander
School on the Sixteen Section Rd!).
Katie McMurtrey, El Paso, TX
Katie, your family interacted with ours. You and they are part of our Boyd Family
F-A-N Club (Friends, Associates, & Neighbors). Please write an article for SCB.

Wait, what? (Source: urbandictionary.com)

An exclamation when someone suddenly realizes something isn’t right.
Winfield, IL

Winfield, IL
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Boyd, Lillie p. 12

Allen, Tamara p. 9

Boyd, Jr., Willie Pearl (aka Sonny) p. 6

Bingham, Caroline p. 12

Burnside, Jr., Arthur p. 3

Bingham, Joseph p. 12

Evans, Christine p. 9

Bishop-Landfair, Kisha p. 3-4, 9

Farrow, Ashley p. 3

Bishop, Margaret p. 3

Foster, Geraldine p. 6-7, 11

Boyd, Alma Jean p. 6

High, Gladys p. 3

Boyd, Jr., Andrew p. 12

Hudson, Will (aka Pa) p. 6-7

Boyd, Sr., Andrew p. 12

Holt, Catherine p. 9

Boyd, Angela p. 3

Johnson, John D (Rev.) p. 10

Boyd, Anita p. 1

Johnson, Mary Ann p. 10

Boyd, Cliff p. 11

McDowell, Harriett p. 12

Boyd, Eddie p. 11

McDowell, John p. 12

Boyd,Jr., Garfiled p. 11

McDowell, Margaret p. 12

Boyd, Sr., Garfield p.12

McDowell, Mary p. 12

Boyd, Sr., George p.12

McMurtrey, Katie p. 10

Boyd, James A. (Rev.) p.10

Montgomery, Cora p. 6

Boyd, James Lawrence p. 12

Prewitt, Shauntay p. 9

Boyd, “Little Jerry” p.11

Self, Aundrea p. 3

Boyd, “Baby Robert” p.11

Wonder, Stevie p. 3

Boyd, Jr., Robert p. 11

Yongue, Jean p. 12

Boyd, Sr., Robert p.12

Notes from Geraldine Foster (continued from pp. 6-7): In 1956, when my family
moved from Sand Creek to Maywood, IL, Cliff Boyd (son of Robert Boyd, Jr.) took
over the Garfield Boyd home and acres. At the time, Cliff and Shirley Boyd had
three boys: “Baby Robert”; “Little Jerry”; and, a baby [Eddie].
Does anyone remember hearing of or seen documentation alluding to a pact to
keep land in the family? Does anyone have any photos of Cora & Will Hudson?
have any early photos pictu
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